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Getting to know us 
Welcome to ‘The Early Years’ at Norwood Green Infant and Nursery School. 

 We aim to visit every child at home before they enter Nursery. This will take place in the 

first couple of weeks of September. 

 The home visit provides an opportunity for us to meet you individually, answer any of 

your questions and find out about your child’s interests and experiences. It also helps to 

make the transition from home to school as smooth as possible. It is important for us to 

build a strong partnership between home and school and establish communication links. 

  

 In September, we invite the children to attend ‘settling-in’ sessions, a few days before 

they start Nursery. We hope that this gives children emotional support and helps them to 

become more familiar with the setting and routines within the Nursery learning 

environment.  

  

 The final step in this ‘transition’ process is a staggered entry for all the Nursery children 

so that we can focus more on each child as part of a smaller group. We feel this time 

helps the children to adjust to new routines and therefore settle more quickly. 

 

 

 

  



SCHOOL TIMES 

 

Morning NURSERY                    8:30am - 11.30am  

 

Afternoon NURSERY              12:30pm - 3:30pm 

 

NURSERY children and parents/carers enter through the wooden gate near the school office, at the front of the school. We 

ask you to wait in the Nursery garden for teachers to open the door at the start of the session.  

 

It is important for your child to arrive on time for school - being late is unsettling. 

It can be extremely upsetting for a child to be brought into a classroom where the children are already settled and the 

register is being taken. During registration, direct teaching and learning takes place and activities for the session are 

explained to the whole class – if your child is late, they will not know this important information. 

 

Within school hours entrance to the school is by the main entrance only. All other gates are locked. If you do arrive late at 

the start of the session, you will need to sign your child in at the school office. Please also report to the office if for any 

reason you arrive EARLY to collect your child from a session. 

 

If you going to be delayed at home time, please telephone the school office to let us know and so that we can reassure 

your child. 

 

PLEASE LET A MEMBER OF STAFF KNOW IF ANYONE DIFFERENT IS PICKING UP YOUR CHILD FROM SCHOOL. Your 

child will not be permitted to leave unless we have been notified.  

 

ABSENCE 

Please call the school office on the morning of the first day of absence.  

The school office number is: 020 8574 1456. It is important to explain the reason for your child’s absence. 

 

Holidays in term time will not be authorised.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

We have two Nursery sessions: 

 

Morning (8.30-11.30am)                                Afternoon (12.30-3.30pm). 

 

 

 

 

                                                      

Children will be welcomed in at the start of the session, then go to the carpet for registration and teacher input times. 

At other times, they explore the shared spaces, indoors and outdoors. 
 

           8.30am / 12.30pm hello everyone, hang up your coats, self-registration, 

  

           8.40am / 12.40pm teacher input (sharing news, phonics, numbers) 

  

           9.00am / 1.00pm time to explore the learning environment including adult focus activities and/or independent learning 

  

           9.45am / 1.45pm shared snack time (milk, water & fruit) and 2
nd

 teacher input  

  

           10.15am / 2.15pm continue to explore activities  

  

           11.00am / 3.00pm tidy up, collect coats and come & sit together for story and songs 

  

           11.15am / 3.15pm put on coats, sing ‘The Goodbye Song’ 

 

           11.30am / 3.30pm time to go home  

 

Our daily routine 

Ladybird class                                                       Butterfly class                                                       



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uniform & Clothing

 
Children in the Early Years will be exploring the indoor and outdoor environments and much of their learning 

will be through physical activity. School clothing therefore needs to be comfortable but also practical and 

appropriate for running, climbing, painting, etc. Elastic waistbands and velcro fastenings allow your child to be 

more independent.   

NURSERY UNIFORM FOR BOYS/GIRLS 

*School jumper/cardigan  

*White school t-shirt with logo  

Grey/black tracksuit bottoms or leggings (elasticated waist)   

Comfortable shoes (plimsolls/pumps/trainers)  

* These items are available to purchase online at https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/norwoodgreen  

PLEASE DO NOT DRESS YOUR CHILD IN FORMAL SCHOOL SHIRTS, TROUSERS OR DRESSES/ SKIRTS.       

We request that all children have a change of clothes in a bag on their peg. 

NURSERY CHILDREN DO NOT NEED A PE KIT. 

Your child must wear footwear so they can safely climb, run and pedal. The children play outside every day 

and need to have safe shoes, so trainers/pumps with velcro fastenings are ideal. Your child should learn how to 

put on their own shoes independently.  

                      PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING and footwear ARE CLEARLY LABELLED   

                      WITH YOUR CHILD’S NAME.  

 

https://www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/norwoodgreen


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drinks & Fruit 
 

We have a snack time each morning and afternoon. Your child will be offered fruit every day. 

 

We will also offer your child milk and/or water to drink. You can order milk for your child through ‘Cool 

milk’. Please see the leaflet attached in this pack.  

Please do not send in any juices, milkshakes, etc. as we will not give these to your child at school.  

 

PLEASE INFORM US IF YOUR CHILD HAS ANY FOOD ALLERGIES OR PARTICULAR  

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS. 

 

IF YOUR CHILD IS PART OF THE ’30 HOURS’ SCHEME AND ATTENDS NURSERY ALL DAY THEY WILL 

NEED A PACKED LUNCH.  We encourage ‘healthy’ lunch boxes at Norwood Green Infant & Nursery School 

so packed lunches should not include sweets or chocolates. Please note that fizzy drinks and glass bottles are 

also not acceptable. 

OUR SCHOOL IS A NUT-FREE ZONE. 

 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOUR CHILD DOES NOT BRING ANY NUTS OR NUT PRODUCTS (such as chocolate 

spread with hazelnuts, or things cooked in peanut oil) IN TO SCHOOL. 

 

Some of our children have acute nut allergies and touching foods such as these could cause a reaction. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your child has any physical, developmental or emotional needs, please discuss these in confidence with the class teacher. 

It is important that we cater sensitively to your child’s needs. 

 

 Many of our team are first aid trained. If your child has a minor accident at school such as a bump or graze we will apply a 

cold compress/plaster if necessary and a note will be sent home to you. 

 

If your child bumps their head, we will use a chilled ice pack and send home a note. 

In more serious cases, we will call you on the emergency contact numbers you provide. 

 

 TOILET TRAINING 

  We expect children to be toilet trained (out of nappies & pull-ups) by the time they start with us in Nursery. 

 

At school, we will meet with parents/carers of children who are still in nappies and/or pull ups or who are frequently  

wetting or soiling themselves. We will discuss your child’s toileting behaviours and talk through an ‘Individual Toileting Plan’ 

so that we can agree on targets and strategies to support and guide your child through this process and so that your child, 

Parents/Carers and staff are aware of their roles and responsibilities. 

        

We may ask … 

 Have you tried to introduce toilet training? How? 

 What happens at home? 

 Any routines / patterns? 

 Any difficulties or phobias that we should be aware of? 

 Can you suggest a strategy for dealing with this? 

 Have you tried stickers / rewards / minimal negative reaction to accidents? 

 Please note:  

WE WILL NOT TOILET TRAIN YOUR CHILD,  UT WILL WORK WITH YOU TO PROVIDE CONSISTENT SUPPORT / 

REWARDS (e.g. stickers) FOR YOUR CHILD DURING THE PROCESS. 

 

Health & First Aid  
 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General information 

Toys 

 

We DO NOT ALLOW children to bring in their own toys from home as they often get lost or broken. If your child would 

like to bring in a book that they would like to show or a special object to share with the class (e.g. a shell found on holiday, 

a photograph, something they have made at home) we will try to include this at carpet time and then it will go into a box 

to keep it safe until the end of the day. 

 

Invitations 

 

We prefer party invitations to be given out by parents in the playground before or after school.  

 

Birthdays 

 

You are welcome to send sweets to school on your child’s birthday. Please ensure that they do not contain nuts and that 

these sweets are suitable for vegetarians (for example, chocolate mini rolls, fun-size bags of choc buttons, etc.) 

Also, please ensure you have enough for every child in the class (please confirm this with the Nursery teachers). 

These will be shared at the end of the school day. 

Please do not send in any birthday cakes.  It is not possible to cut and serve cake during teaching time. 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Curriculum 
Welcome to the Early Years Foundation Stage which is how we describe the time in your child’s life between birth and age 5. 

Your child’s Early Years’ experience should be happy, active, exciting, fun and secure... and support their development, care 

and learning needs. 

At Norwood Green Infant & Nursery School, our aim is to provide high quality Early Years education for all our children 

 

Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and demonstrating their understanding through 7 AREAS OF 

LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT. 

Children will mostly develop the 3 prime areas first.  

These prime areas are the most essential for your child’s healthy development and future learning 
 

These are: 

 Personal, social and emotional development  

 Communication and language 

 Physical development 

 

As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop in 4 specific areas... 

 

These are: 

 Literacy  

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the World 

 Expressive Arts and Design 

 

Children in the EYFS learn by playing and exploring, being active, and through creative and critical thinking which takes 

place both indoors and outside. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparing your child for school: 

Children in our Early Years classes are able to learn indoors and outdoors throughout the day in all different types of 

weather. We work to ensure that our learning environments are bright, vibrant, stimulating and interactive. 

We have a range of equipment & resources and have created different areas for investigating ideas and developing 

thinking in each area of the curriculum. Our outdoor areas include a digging area, sandbox, castle, musical gazebo, flower 

beds, climbing equipment and lots of opportunities for imaginative role play. 

 

Research suggests that children play differently outdoors and learn with their whole bodies. They can make a mess, run 

and jump, hunt for things in the natural environment and develop their understanding and thinking through talking 

about these shared experiences. 

 

LEARNING THROUGH PLAY 

 

Your child may tell you that they just ‘play’ at school. We believe that children learn best, and concentrate for much 

longer periods, when they are doing something they enjoy.  

Through ‘play’ children learn to count, recognise colour, use a pencil, work co-operatively with others, talk, listen, solve 

problems and most of all they learn a love of learning… 

‘How do I do this?’ 

‘How does this work?’ 

‘I’ve only got three left…’ 

‘I need to write a shopping list…’  

 

All of these comments and questions can be heard while children are thinking about their own learning – what they may 

tell you is that they are ‘…just playing’. Children come to school with a range of experiences of the world and preferred 

styles of learning. We look closely at the individual needs of our children and plan activities which build on what they 

already know and help them to make the next step along their learning journey. 

 

For more information on our EYFS curriculum, please speak to your child’s teacher.  

 

The Learning Environment 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication 
We believe that clear communication between home and school is essential. We work to achieve this by: 

 

Home Visits & Settling in days  

These help to get the year off to a good start, they provide an opportunity for you to tell us what we need to know 

and for us to give you important information; 

 

Talking 

You will see your child’s class teacher at the start and at the end of each day. Although it is not really possible to have a 

chat at those times, it is important that you let us know of any concerns or changes in arrangements that may affect 

your child as soon as possible. If you need to speak at length please make an appointment to see the class teacher. 

 

Tapestry 

This is our online Learning Journal where you will see pictures and videos of your child learning at school. We will send 

you an email at the start of the year and you will be able to set up your account. We would love parents and carers to 

also send us pictures and videos of your child learning at home. 

 

School Newsletters 

Each week receive regular ‘Nursery News’ and whole-school newsletters to keep you informed about what is happening 

in school. , including ideas of how you can support their learning at home. From time to time, you will also get letters 

from other subject co-ordinators to keep you up to date with particular events that may be happening across the whole 

school. 

 

Open Evenings 

In the Autumn and Spring terms, there are timetabled Parents’ Evenings where you can make an appointment to see the 

class teacher to discuss your child’s progress. In the Summer term there is an open evening where you are invited to 

come and look at your child’s work and the teacher will be available for a chat about your child’s achievements.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Finally… 

 

IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT THE SCHOOL HAS YOUR ADDRESS AND KEY TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS SO WE CAN CONTACT YOU IN AN EMERGENCY. 

 

Please let the school office know as soon as possible if you MOVE HOME or CHANGE YOUR 

TELEPHONE NUMBER. 

 

You must also remember to  LET US KNOW IF A DIFFERENT ADULT IS PICKING UP YOUR 

CHILD, and remember to let your child know too.  

 

Thank you for taking the time to look through this booklet. We hope that we have answered any 

questions that you may have had, but if not, please do not hesitate to ask your child’s class 

teacher, or telephone the school office. 

 


